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Retreat explores the origins of Celtic spirituality

By Effi e Caldarola

You didn’t have to be Irish – and many 
retreatants weren’t – to enjoy the words of 
history, wisdom and spirituality presented 
by Benedictine Father Timothy Joyce at his 

weekend retreat entitled “A 
Celtic Spirituality” at Holy 
Spirit Center February 26-28.    

Father Joyce, an engaging 
speaker who spent years 
exploring his father’s own 
Irish family heritage, took 
participants back to the origins 
of Celtic spirituality, when 
giants like St. Patrick, St. 
Columcille and St. Bridget 
brought Christianity bloodlessly 
– without martyrdom – into the 
Celtic world of Ireland.  

Early Celtic spirituality was 
related to and respected the 
natural world. It was completely 
in love with the Trinity, and 
recognized that God existed in 
relationship. It was a joyful 
time of affi rming the gifts 
of creation and the gifts of 
women, and it saw God as very 
near, accessible, and dwelling in 
the present moment. 

With time for prayer, song and solitude, retreatants 
walked through freshly fallen snow and visited the 
outdoor Stations of the Cross or spent ample time in the 
quiet of Holy Spirit Center’s small chapel with its view 
of the city lights below the hillside. In a crash course on 

the history of Ireland and Celtic spirituality, we explored 
the great monastic centers of ancient Ireland, the Great 
Famine and the exile of millions of Irish, and the growth 
of an Irish Catholic Church that became almost a 
theocracy and extended its legacy into Catholic America.  

Much of the essence of Celtic 
Christianity was shadowed 
by a Catholicism that became 
associated with anger, shame, 
authoritarianism and guilt.

Only within the past 
fi fty years, Father Joyce told 
us, have the Irish begun to 
confront the dark side – the 
history of oppression, the 
Great Famine, the legacy 
of exile – and to once again 
explore the invitation of the 
Celtic Christianity of the 
ancient saints.  The newfound 
appreciation for the ancient 
history of Irish Christianity, 
for the importance of story, of 
soul friends – our “anam cara” 
– of oral tradition, humor, 
and connection to the natural 
world can help to bring healing 
no matter where your ancestors 
lived, Father Joyce told 
the retreatants.

Father Joyce’s book, “Celtic 
Christianity: A Sacred Tradition, a Vision of Hope,” is 
still in print after nearly thirty years and 12 reprintings. 
It’s available on Amazon, as well as a companion book, 
“Celtic Quest:  A Healing Journey for Irish Catholics.” 

Mark and Connie Meehleis share a moment during the 
Celtic Spirituality retreat.
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Center presenting eight-day Ignatian Retreat

This July 7-15, Holy Spirit Center is offering an eight-day Ignatian Retreat with Fr. Armand Nigro, SJ 
and Fr. Vince Beauzer, SJ.  The theme of the retreat will be “Live in Me, as I live in you” (John 15:4), 
and be  a summary and adaptation of the exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola.  
This retreat costs $650 ($300 due with registration) and includes:

Fascinating Reads

Pierre Toussaint: A Biography
By Arthur Jones
(Doubleday Religion, 2003, 352 pages)

Born a slave in 1781 in Haiti, Pierre Toussaint has become 
a candidate for canonization. This biography documents the 
life of a man who overcame poverty, racism and political 
upheaval to help establish one of the fi rst orphanages and 
the fi rst cathedral in New York.

A Pilgrim in a Pilgrim Church: 
Memoirs of a Catholic Archbishop
By Rembert G. Weakland, OSB
(Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 2009, 429 pages)

Weakland resigned as Archbishop of Milwaukee in 2002, 
following revelations of a homosexual relationship and 
confi dential payout. More than another episode in the clergy 
abuse scandal, Publishers Weekly calls Weakland’s story a 
“poignant journey of a soul.”

� A private bedroom with three daily meals

� Sacred Silence

� Daily preparation for praying with Scripture

� Spiritual Direction (optional)

� Adoration of the Holy Eucharist

� Sacraments of Forgiveness & Healing

For additional information 
and to register, call 
Holy Spirit Center at 
907/346-2343 or email 
hsc@holyspiritcenterak.org.
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 Visit the Center’s website to view 
current and past newsletters, find 
out about upcoming events and 
begin registration through a link 
to a retreat registration form. 

www.holyspiritcenterak.org

Thank You!
CHALLENGE DRIVE DONORS

Generous individuals donated nearly $65,000 to Holy Spirit Center 
through the 2009 Challenge Drive, an annual appeal to support the 
Center’s operation. Please keep in your prayers the following people and 
those who wished to remain anonymous who share their gift of treasure 
to help make possible a home for one-of-a-kind retreats, workshops and 
other adult faith formation programs.

Anonymous

Cole & Jean Abel

Jeanne Anderson

Benjamin Balk

Claude & Elizabeth Barker

Candace* & Bob Bell

Joy Bentley

Bonnie* & John Bezousek

George & Helen Boedecker

Carl & Joan Borash

James & Laura Bozeman

Kory & Caroline Bradshaw

Julius & Jacqueline Brecht

Lucy Brecht

William & Jean Bredar

James & Jacquelyn Briskey

Robert & Nancy Brodie  

Paula & Les Brown

Debra Bruneau

Kathleen Bugbee

Donald & Joy Burr

Patricia Byrne

Jim & Effi e Caldarola

Gary & Mary Cartwright

Fr. Michelangelo Cimino

Alice Crawley

Richard & 
Barbara Crittenden

Ann Cronkhite

Michael & 
Lou Anne Curley

Sr. Charlotte Davenport

Brenda Davis

Peter & 
Margaret DeStefano

John & Andrea Dittrich

Joseph & Loretta Donald

Perry & Cathy Duffy

Judy Eckart

Steve & Dianne Ellis

Robert Escure

Judy Everard

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Fike

Deacon William & 
Sharon Frost

Stephen & Gladys Geertz

John* & Francie Goll

Anne Gore & David Hart

Grace Harvey

Charles Herndon

& Louann Feldmann

Mr. & Mrs. James Hodapp

H. Russell Holland

Kerry & Sundi Hondl

Rosemary Insley

Ed Iwata

Thom & Linda Janidlo

Marc & Susan June

John & Barbara Kagerer

Konrad Kaltenborn & 
Catherine Schumacher

Miriam Keegan Dean

Steve Kemper

Franz & Susan Koch

Stephen & Karen Kulin

James & Barbara 
Lambertson

Linda Lappi

John Lau

Suzanne Linford

Leland Little & Joan Haig

Deacon & 
Mrs. Felix Maguire

Nina Mann

Pamela Massey

Nicholas & Janet McGrath

Daniel* & 
Mary Ellen Meddleton

Mark & Connie Meehleis

Chuck & Sandra Milewski

Thomas & Shirla Miller

Alan & Nancy Muise

Bob & Cindy Murati

Rusty & Chris Myers

Cecilia Olguin

Mary Patania

Nancy Pettit

Mary Pignalberi*

Lorna Pletnikoff

Douglas Poage

Mike & Bonnie Porcaro

Carl Portman

Mr. & Mrs. 
Richard Prentki

Robert & Carol Richmond

Justin & Rosalie Ripley

Steven & Mary Rosenfi eld

Raymond & 
Jeanne Rzeszut

Stephen & Carol St. Peter

Gerald Scholand

Joseph Schorpp

Robert & Lois Shary

Daniel & Trish Stowe

Gerald Stranik

Betty Stroup

Diana Strzok

Joe* & Faye Sullivan

William & Elise Theobald

Elsie Tremblay

John Tuckey & 
Barbara Armstrong

Victoria Tuttle

Joe Van Gulik

Ken & Julie Varee

Sophie Veker

Tom & Marion Weismann

Gail White

Ed & Elaine Wieliczkiewicz

William Wightman

Larry & Elizabeth Wolf

*HSC Board Member
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Vision Statement
Alaskans transformed by their relationship with God.
__________________________

Mission Statement
To provide a sacred place and to accompany people 
as they seek to find God in all things.




